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WHAT OUR ACCREDITATION MEANS TO YOUR ORGANIZATION

Accreditation is reserved for those bodies performing some type of certification service. This might be
an ISO/IEC 17025 accredited lab issuing an accredited calibration or testing certificate, an accredited
certification body issuing an I1ISO 9001 (management system requirements) certificate, or an accredited
product or personnel certifier whose responsibility is to certify a product. Accredited certification bodies
are commonly referred to as CBs. A parallel example outside the standardization community is in higher
education: college students receive degrees, a type of certification, through universities that have
themselves been accredited.
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Accreditation

Accreditation is the independent evaluation of conformity assessment bodies against recognized
standards to ensure their impartiality and competence. Through the application of national and
international standards, government, procurers and consumers can have confidence in the calibration
and test results, inspection reports and certifications provided.

Accreditation bodies are established in many countries with the primary purpose of ensuring that
conformity assessment bodies are subject to oversight by an authoritative body.

Accreditation bodies, which have been evaluated by peers as competent, sign arrangements that
enhance the acceptance of products and services across national borders, thereby creating a framework
to support international trade through the removal of technical barriers.

These arrangements are managed by the International Accreditation Forum (IAF), in the fields of
management systems, products, services, personnel and other similar programs of conformity
assessment, and the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC), in the field of laboratory
and inspection accreditation.

Certification

Certification is a “third-party attestation related to products, processes, systems or persons,” as defined
by ISO/IEC 17000 Conformity Assessment—Vocabulary and General Principles.

Certification is most often associated with ISO 9001 and the environmental management systems
standard I1SO 14001. However, certification programs exist for a range of management systems
standards, including the ISO/IEC 27000 program for information security management and the ISO
22000 program for food safety management.

Product certification is the process of verifying that a product, including services and processes, meet
requirements specified in contracts, regulations, or specifications.

In most countries, accreditation is voluntary; however, many certification bodies choose to seek
accreditation in order to demonstrate third-party confirmation of their competence.

ISO 9001 and ISO 14001 certification

ISO 9001 and ISO 14001 certification are frequently used in both private and public sectors to

increase confidence in the products and services provided by organizations, between partners in
business-to-business relations, in the selection of suppliers in supply chains and in the right to tender for
procurement contracts.
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